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J u d a   C h a r l e s   B e n n e t t
Associate Professor of English
The College of New Jersey
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2000 Pennington Rd.                                                                        609-771-2380
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EDUCATION:
Doctor of Philosophy (May 1994)

Washington University, St. Louis
English and American Literature
Dissertation: “Translating Race: The Passing Figure in American Literature”
Masters of Arts (May 1989)

Washington University, St. Louis
English and American Literature: Twentieth Century American Literature
Bachelor of Arts (May 1988)

Binghamton University

English and Creative Writing
Thesis: “Tai Chi in the Jungle and Other Stories”

Associate in Arts (1985)
Tompkins-Cortland Community College
PUBLICATIONS
BOOKS
· Toni Morrison and the Queer Pleasure of Ghosts (SUNY Press, Forthcoming 2014)

This monograph radically intervenes in two of the most established and sacred topics in Toni Morrison scholarship:  love and ghosts.  Moving beyond, but not ignoring, Morrison’s sustained investigations into structures of heterosexism and heteronormativity, the book uncovers how and why Morrison deploys the twin tropes of queering and haunting as tools for investigating the limits of love. 
· Unzipped! Essays (Peterson’s Publishing, 2007)

What do college professors expect from the student essay?  This is a practical guide to everything from brainstorming ideas and developing paragraphs to imagining life after college and submitting essays to journals.  
· The Passing Figure: Racial Confusion in Modern American Literature (Peter Lang Publishing, 1997 in cloth, 1998 reissued in paper) 

How and when does literature most effectively uncover race to be a metaphor?  The passing figure, a light-skinned African American capable and willing to pass for white, provides the thematic focus to this study.  In exploring the social and cultural history of this distinctly American phenomenon, Bennett moves freely between literature, film, and music, arguing that the passing figure is crucial to our understanding of past and present conceptions of race.  (from the book jacket)

BOOKS IN PROGRESS

· Dislocations of Terror in the Work of Sherman Alexie, Edwidge Danticat, Aleksandar Hemon, and Colum McCann
This book project looks at four American writers and their explorations of terror in the United States.  In contrast to a very predictable canon of American writers addressing terror (i.e., DeLillo, Roth, Pynchon, and Morrison), this monograph considers how a “new” American writer offers “dislocations” of terror—or surprising juxtapositions and border crossings—in order to investigate what it means to live in the United States after the collapse of the World Trade Center.  These new American narratives write over and against familiar locations of terror in order to consider how the world has gone flat, terror has been decentered, and the plot of “America” has grown strange.
· Transparent Men: Representational Void and the Eclipse of the Transman will focus on literature written by self-identified transgender writers who have transitioned from female to male and fully identify as male. What does it mean to fashion a narrative of self that both argues for an essential self as well as a transformed self?  To complicate the challenges for these writers, they must write against a popular understanding of transgender identity as male to female. The force of this popular discourse about transgender identities cannot help but shape the narratives written by those transmen eclipsed by the sheer volume of representations of male to female transgender figures, such as Christine Jorgansen, Alex Newell from Glee, and the seemingly endless newspaper accounts of yet another murdered transwoman of color.  This project will specifically examine fictional representations against a backdrop of the recent explosion of trans-memoirs by transmen in order to consider how both genres work, from their different locations, to write over and against popular representations of transwomen.
· On Being Notorious and Other Poems (Under Consideration at Four Way Books)
This book of poems includes ten poems that have already appeared in national literary journals, and the other poems continue to be under consideration at various journals.  These poems address identity as complex, queer and oppositional, ephemeral and mysterious.
ESSAYS

· “The Problem of Graphic Whiteness and in Chris Ware’s Jimmy Corrigan.” (co-written with Cassandra Jackson) Image/Text. (December 2009).

·  “Langston Hughes on the Open Road: Compulsory Heterosexuality and the Question of Presence” in Uncovering Langston Hughes.  Edited by Maryemma Graham and Cheryl Raga.  University of Missouri Press, 2007.  

·  “Writing into the Prison-Industrial Complex” in Pros and Cons: Essays on Prison Literature in the United States. Edited by D. Quentin Miller.  McFarland & Company, 2005.  

· "Black by Popular Demand:  Autobiography and the Passing Figure."  A/B: Auto/Biography Studies (forthcoming, Spring 2003).  This journal is refereed and published by University of Wisconsin. 

· "Toni Morrison and the Burden of the Passing Narrative” The African American Review (December 2001).  

· "Multiple Passings and the Double Death of Langston Hughes" Biography (Fall 2000). 
POETRY

·  “Dancing at the Monster” American Poetry Journal (Spring 2007)

·  “Throwing Glitter into the Riot: June 27, 1969” Court Green (2007)

·  “On Being Notorious” Court Green (2007)

·  “Forgotten Gods, Second Discovery” Laurel Review (2007)

·  “All Night His Hand in My Pocket” Puerto Del Sol (Spring 2006) 

·  “My Gravitational Pull” Puerto Del Sol (Spring 2006) 

·  “Baby Gay” DMQ Review (February 2005) 

·  “Two Gentlemen of the Holding Cup” in Wisconsin Review, Vol. 39, Number 1 (Fall 2004) 

·  “Confessions” in Wisconsin Review, Vol. 39, Number 1 (Fall 2004)

·  “Creation Song for the Lockdown Women” in Penwood Review (Spring 2005) 

OTHER WORK
· “Leonard Peltier” (biographical entry) in The Heath Anthology of Literature (2006) 

· “Race/Racism, Miscegenation, Race-Baiting Literature” (encyclopedia entry) in the Encyclopedia of Erotic Literature, published by Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers (2006) 

· “David Lester’s Complain, Complain.” (letter to the editor) in Chronicle of Higher Education (3/12/04).
· “Carl Phillips” in Contemporary Gay American Poets and Playwrights: An A to Z Guide, edited by Emmanuel S. Nelson.  Westport: Greenwood Press, 2003. 

· “Passing: Identity and Interpretation in Sexuality, Race, and Religion” (review) in Biography: An Interdisciplinary Journal.  Volume 26, Number 3 (Summer 2003) 

· Interview:  “Interview with Toni McNaron,” (interview) published in Transformations: The Journal of Inclusive Scholarship and Pedagogy (Fall 2002) 

· "Review of Feminism Meets Queer Theory" (review) in Transformations: The Journal of Inclusive Scholarship and Pedagogy (Spring 1999) 

· "Tai Chi in the Jungle" (short story) in The MacGuffin (Spring 1999) 

· "Shoot Down the Crow" (poem) in TCNJ Review (Spring 1999) 

· “Everyone Hits" (short story) in U.S.1 (July 29, 1998) 

· "Seven Kevins Together Laughing" (short story) in Rosebud (Spring 1998) 

· "Geese Against Georgian Architecture" (poem) in TCNJ Review (April 1998)

·  “The Writing Slide” (poem) in TCNJ Review (April 1998)

· "Review of Janet Gray's She Wields a Pen" (review) in Transformations: The Journal of Inclusive Scholarship and Pedagogy (Fall 1998)

· "Review of E. Ann Kaplan's Motherhood and Representation" (review) in The Fannie Hurst Newsletter (Summer 1994) 

· "This is the Mother Story" (short story) in Quarterly West (Spring 1996)

· "Who's Passing for What?: The Crying Game and Narratives of Passing" (essay) in Visibility:  A Review of African American Culture (Fall 1993) 

Editing 

Transformations:  A Resource for Curriculum Transformation and Scholarship,      

Editor, with Beth Paul (Psychology), Spring 2000 to Fall 2003.

Responsible for all aspects of managing submissions, peer review process, editing, and all aspects related to content, such as writing “Letter from the Editor” to introduce each issue.  Also responsible for building the journals readership and national reputation.  Managed some aspects of finances and artistic direction as well as the relationship between the journal and its founding and parent institution, The New Jersey Project.
TEACHING
The College of New Jersey, 1997-Present (Associate Professor)
GRADUATE COURSES

· Visual Poetries (from Concrete to Digital Poetry)
· Toni Morrison

· Multicultural Literature and Theory
· Postmodern Long Poem

· The Passing Figure in Film and Literature
UNDERGRADUATE FOUNDATION COURSES

· Multicultural Literature: Cultures and Canons
· Introduction to Poetry

· Approaches to Literature (from Formalism to New Historicism)
UNDERGRADATE COURSES FOR MAJORS

· Contemporary Literature (Poetry and Fiction)

· Toni Morrison

· Twentieth Century African American Literature

· Multicultural Fiction and Theory

· Transgender Studies
· Terrorism and Literary Responses to 9/11
· Camp Aesthetics: Film and Fiction 

· Modern American Literature

· American Literature Since the Civil War

· Early American Literature
UNDERGRADUATE COURSES FOR NON-MAJORS

· Postmodern Long Poem

· Gay and Lesbian Literature

· Global Women Writers
· Rhetoric I and II (with Speech component)

· Culture and Authenticity

· Racial Passing in Literature

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, 1996-1997 (Visiting Professor)
· Minority Literature of the U.S. (lecture seminar of 125 students)

· Graduate Seminar in Gay and Lesbian Literature

· Introduction to Literature

· Graduate Seminar on The Passing Figure

Washington University, 1990-1996 (Graduate Student and Lecturer)
· Creative Writing, Fiction (multiple sections for undergraduates and continuing education 
students)

· Composition (various writing courses in composition, exposition, remedial writing, argumentation)

· Race and Literature

· Faulkner (for continuing education students)

· The City in American Literature (for continuing education students)

· Southern Literature (for continuing education students)

SERVICE

TCNJ (Campus-Wide Service)
· TLCP, Teaching and Learning Program Council (2009-2012)

· CAP, Committee on Academic Programs (2007- 2009)

· Multicultural Lecture Series Committee (1997-2007)

· Outstanding Educators Committee (2001-2005)

· Faculty Senate (2002-2005)

· Presidents Council of Diversity (1998-2000)

· Committee on Campus Climate (1998-1999)

· Committee on Cultural and Intellectual Community (2001- 2004)

· Summer Readings Committee (1998-2002)

· Martin Luther King Day Celebration Committee (1998-2002)

English Department (Departmental Service)

· English Department, Department Curriculum Committee (2005-Present)

· English Department, Personnel Committee (2002-2005)

· Graduate Program in English Committee (1998-2007)

· Multicultural Literature Focus Group 

· NCATE Assessment Committee

· Ad Hoc Committee on Review of Transformed Curriculum

· Hiring Committees, Resulting in the Hiring of the following Faculty (Blake, Tarter, Kapur, Day, Mi (chair), Williams, Rao, Row (chair), McCann) 
· New Courses Developed (Literature of American Minorities, Multicultural Literature, Gay and Lesbian Literature)

· Transformation Committee on New Curriculum

· Transformation of Courses (Modern American Literature, Multicultural Literature)

· Rhetoric Assessment Committee

Departmental (Women and Gender Studies)

· Chair of Department (2008-2010)

· Executive Committee (1997-2003)

· Hiring Committees, Resulting in the following Hires (Goodman, Nicolosi, Gray, Jaksch)

· Transformation Ad Hoc Committee on New Curriculum

· Transformation Ad Hoc Committee on Mission Statement

· Transformation of Courses (Global Women Writers and Gay and Lesbian Studies)

Campus Advising, Events, and Talks

· WILL (Women and Leadership and Learning): “Transgender Identities” (2013)

· Sigma Tau Delta, Talk with Scholars (2011)

· The Neo-Family—CCIC Event (2010)
· 9/11 Poetics and the Case of Ben Lerner (2009)

· Politics Forum:  “Zero Poetics: Representations of 911” (2007)
· Advisor to LGBT Group, Prism/GUTS (1997-2007)

· Take Back the Night Speech (1999, 2000)

· Convocation Speech (2001)

· Diversity Training Workshop for Office of Affirmative Action (2000)

· Women’s History Month (2002-2004)

· Gay and Lesbian Film Series (1998, 1999)

· Social Justice Documentary Film Series (2001)

· Advisor to Literary Magazine, Siren (1997-2000)

· Organizer of Teach-In Response to Matthew Shephard Murder (1999)

Conference and Invited Talks: 

· “Queering Morrison,” Toni Morrison International Conference, Paris, 2010.

· “Aurality and the Queer Sound of Song of Solomon” ALA, San Francisco, 2010.
· “Queering Hughes: The Lessons of the Autobiographies,” presentation at Washington State University-Vancouver, 2006.

· “Langston Hughes on the Open Road: Compulsory Heterosexuality and the Question of Presence,” Langston Hughes Centennial Conference at the University of Kansas (2002)

· “Fifty Ways to Come Out,” LGBT Conference at Ramapo College (2000)

· “Multicultural Literature through a Child’s Eyes,” Workshop at Toms River High School (1999)

Volunteer Work:

· Woman Is the Word (Prison Education Program) (2000, 2001)

My involvement with this program is documented in the film Freedom Road (Lorna Johnson)
Professional Associations


MLA


Toni Morrison Society

Recommenders

Cassandra Jackson, Professor of English
Department of English
The College of New Jersey
2000 Pennington Rd., Ewing, NJ 08628
cjackson@tcnj.edu
609-771-2687
Harriet Hustis, Associate Professor of English
Department of English
The College of New Jersey
2000 Pennington Rd., Ewing, NJ 08628
hustis@tcnj.edu
609-771-2632
John Landreau, Associate Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies
Department of Women’s and Gender Studies
The College of New Jersey
2000 Pennington Rd., Ewing, NJ 08628

landreau@tcnj.edu
609-771-3361
