COURSE SCHEDULE:  The schedule of readings and assignments (provided below) may change to accommodate class needs or the weather.  I will try to give advanced notice in class or through e-mail in the event of any needed changes, and I will revise the syllabus as soon as possible.
-------------------------------------------
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LIT 388_01:  CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE
WEDNESDAY 9:00 - 11:50
CLASS in Bliss 228			

PROFESSOR: JUDA CHARLES BENNETT
OFFICE ADDRESS:  BLISS 239
OFFICE NUMBER: 609-771-2380
EMAIL ADDRESS: BENNETT@TCNJ.EDU
OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY AND THURSDAY 11:20-12:20; WEDNESDAY 2:00-3:00 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Contemporary Literature will survey American short fiction and poetry from 1960 to the present and will spend equal time on both genres. This course emphasizes the sometimes competing and sometimes complementary aesthetic trajectories that emerged in the United States during the Postmodern period. Students will be introduced to key literary structures and to the underlying aesthetic and philosophic concerns which those structures embody.

REQUIRED TEXTS
Ammons, A. R. Tape for the Turn of the New Year
Ashbery, John.  “Farm Implements and Rutabagas in a Landscape”
Delillo, Don.  White Noise
Morrison, Toni.  Beloved
O’Brien, Tim.  The Things They Carried
Roth, Philip.  Zuckerman Unbound
Reddy, Srikanth.  Facts for Visitors
Wright, C. D. One With Others [a little book of her days]


COURSE SCHEDULE
JAN 23, FIRST CLASS, THE FOUR MS OF FICTION: TOBIAS WOLF, “SAY YES” (MINIMALISM); MARGARET ATWOOD, “HAPPY ENDINGS” (METAFICTION); RICHARD BRAUTIGAN, “THE WEATHER IN SAN FRANCISCO” (MAGICAL REALISM); DONALD BARTHELME, “THE SCHOOL” (POSTMODERNISM)
MODERNISM: http://www.textetc.com/modernist.html
JAN 30, A. R. AMMONS, TAPE FOR THE TURN OF THE NEW YEAR  AND THE FOUR C’S OF POETRY:  CONFESSIONALISM, CUT-UP, CONFESSIONALISM REDUX, CONCEPTUALISM
SYLVIA PLATH, “DADDY”:  HTTP://WWW.POETS.ORG/VIEWMEDIA.PHP/PRMMID/15291
WILLIAM BURROUGHS, HTTP://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=RC2YU7OUMCI
LOUISE GLUCK, “DEDICATION TO HUNGER”: HTTP://WWW.CLASS.UIDAHO.EDU/ENG391JP/OTHERPOEMS.HTM
KENNETH GOLDSMITH, “INTERVIEW W/ POETS.ORG”: HTTP://WWW.POETS.ORG/VIEWMEDIA.PHP/PRMMID/22407
HOLCOMBE, “MODERNIST POETRY”: http://www.textetc.com/modernist.html
FEB 6, PHILIP ROTH, ZUCKERMAN UNBOUND
FEB 13, DON DELILLO, WHITE NOISE  “WAVES AND RADIATION” (1-105); TBA READING
FEB  20,  DON DELILLO, WHITE NOISE “THE AIRBORNE TOXIC EVENT” (109-163): TBA READING 
FEB 27, DON DELILLO, WHITE NOISE “DYLARAMA” (167-326)
MARCH 6, REDDY, SRIKANTH.  FACTS FOR VISITORS   * * * PAPER #1 * * *
MARCH 13, SPRING BREAK
MARCH 20, TIM O’BRIEN, THE THINGS THEY CARRIED (1-112)
MARCH 27, THE THINGS THEY CARRIED (112-233)
APRIL 3,  JOHN ASHBERY, “FARM IMPLEMENTS AND RUTABAGAS IN A LANDSCAPE”
HTTP://WWW.POETS.ORG/VIEWMEDIA.PHP/PRMMID/16189
JOSEPH CONTE’S READING OF THE POEM:  HTTP://WWW.ENGLISH.ILLINOIS.EDU/MAPS/POETS/A_F/ASHBERY/RUTABAGAS.HTM 
JESS ROW, “MARCUS VS. FRANZEN”
HTTP://WWW.SLATE.COM/ARTICLES/ARTS/CULTUREBOX/2005/10/MARCUS_VS_FRANZEN.HTML
KERRY MCSWEENEY, REALIST SHORT STORY: INTRODUCTION
HTTP://WWW.AMAZON.COM/REALIST-SHORT-STORY-POWERFUL-GLIMPSE/DP/1570036950/REF=SR_1_1?S=BOOKS&IE=UTF8&QID=1352861070&SR=1-1&KEYWORDS=REALIST+SHORT+STORY
APRIL 10, C. D. WRIGHT, ONE WITH OTHERS   * * * PAPER #2 * * *
APRIL 17, TONI MORRISON, BELOVED   
APRIL 24, TONI MORRISON, BELOVED   
MAY 1, LAST CLASS 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS & COURSE GRADING

· Response Papers:  These papers should demonstrate your engagement with class discussion as well as the readings.  By midnight Friday, you should produce a 300-500 word response to the reading and class discussion of the previous Wednesday.  Your February 1st response, for example, should consider Roth’s novel and the discussion that took place on January 30th.  These papers will be graded pass/fail.  A successful paper engages with key terms  that we will address throughout the semester, such as “minimalism,” “postmodernism,” “confessionalism,” and “conceptualism.”  The successful paper conveys both knowledge of the text and class discussion.  An unsuccessful paper will fail to register class discussion and/or offer merely reflections that might be found on amazon.com or Sparknotes.  These papers should demonstrate your analytical engagement with the text rather than personal reflection about whether you enjoyed it, whether it was difficult, or whether it succeeds as a piece of writing.  This is not a book review.  Although some of these evaluative claims might be used to offer analytical engagement with the text, the response papers should address key terms about form, style, and schools of fiction and poetry that are introduced in the first weeks of class.  These response papers should prepare you to write the papers and take the final exam.   There are 10 Response Paper Due Dates:  Feb 1, Feb 8, Feb 15, Feb 22, Mar 1, Mar 22, Mar 29, Apr 5, Apr 19, Apr 26. 
20% of final grade
· Paper 1 and Paper 2:  These papers may incorporate any parts of the response papers in order to answer the essay prompts that I will give a week before the paper is due.  2 x 25 % of the final grade
· Final Exam: 25% of Final Grade
· Class Presentation:  Students will present on one aspect of a key text and/or author.  These presentations should be around five minutes long and should provide useful biographical, historical, contextual information.  5% of Final Grade

Grades on the Essays and Response Papers
I will return all papers and response papers if any of these serious errors occur:
1) Every paper must have a title.
2) Every paper must be double spaced.
3) Every paper must provide the following information in the upper-left corner:
Juda Bennett, Course Title and Number, Your Name, Date, Word Count.  
4) Every paper must spell the text and author name correctly, and the text should either be in quotation marks (if it is a short work, like a short story) or in italics (if it is a long work, like a novel).  Consult MLA guidelines for other examples, such as for plays, movies, and other texts.
5) Every paper must quote texts according to the MLA guidelines.   I will accept occasional errors in the first essay, but will return papers that continue to show a disregard for form.
6) I must be able to open your SOCS posted document in Word.  If you are unsure about this, you may submit a paper copy as back up.
Grades on the Essays
Papers will receive the following points for:
 a) Technical Form (10 points):  Students should follow the guidelines for “Essay Format” as stated above.  They should also attend to proper form when quoting or providing citations.   
 (b) Writing Style (15 points): The successful paper will use proper grammar and spelling, but will also engage the reader by varying sentence length and structure, attending to diction and word choice, and employing active verbs and rich language.  Redundancies and undeveloped passages are both problems of organization and writing style.
 (c) Organization (15 points): Essays must feel cohesive and planned.  Develop your ideas, and provide guide-posts to that development.  Organization is not simply a question of transitions.  Consider writing an outline.  Consider writing the introduction after you have written the rest of the paper. 
 (d) Content (60 points): If there are significant problems with the form, style, or organization of the paper, it may be difficult to fully appreciate the content of the argument.  It is your responsibility to successfully convey your best ideas with clarity.  You may, however, receive all 50 points if your ideas are strong and there is enough clarity to convey those ideas.  It is, however, difficult to receive even a passing grade if you do not have original ideas to convey.   
  A Word of Caution: You may receive zero points in any of the above categories of evaluation if your work does not demonstrate basic care or ability.  You may, for example, write an essay that demonstrates technical skill and care on every page except the last page.  This may result in a grade of zero points for the technical aspect of the paper.  The paper, finally, must be graded as a whole.  This means that there are some mistakes that may overshadow a few strengths.  
LATE RESPONSE PAPERS:  
Do I accept them?  No.  These are short pass/fail papers, and you should be able to submit them in time.  
PAPERS ONE AND TWO:  
Do I accept them?  Not without giving them a penalty.  The other students have struggled to meet the due date, and they might have written better papers if they were given more time.  5 point reduction for the first 48 hours.  Please speak with me if you hope to submit the paper after a longer delay.  You should not assume that I will accept a paper that is more than 48 hours late.
ATTENDANCE:
Although attendance is not mandatory, students who miss classes frequently fail my final exams because much of the material covered during the class sessions does not appear in the readings.  If you do miss class, contact your peers and hope that they take good notes.

 TCNJ SERVICES
Online Writing Lab: an online writing help system provided by Humanities & Social Sciences Tutoring Services. You can ask questions and have them answered by a certified writing tutor and gain access to some of the best writing resources available on the web. For more information, visit: http://www.tcnj.edu/~tutoring/humanities/owl.html
TCNJ Library: hours are posted shortly before summer term begins and so please consult the library website at:  http://www.tcnj.edu/~library/info/hours.html or http://www.tcnj.edu/~library/
Instructional Technology Services: a multi-purpose facility designed to assist students and faculty in developing instructional media and other course-related presentational materials. ITS is located in the lower level of the library. Summer hours: Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 5:00pm.

SELECTED TCNJ POLICIES 
TCNJ’s final examination policy is available on the web: http://www.tcnj.edu/~academic/policy/finalevaluations.htm
Attendance
Every student is expected to participate in each of his/her courses through regular attendance at lecture and laboratory sessions. It is further expected that every student will be present, on time, and prepared to participate when scheduled class sessions begin. At the first class meeting of a semester, instructors are expected to distribute in writing the attendance policies which apply to their courses. While attendance itself is not used as a criterion for academic evaluations, grading is frequently based on participation in class discussion, laboratory work, performance, studio practice, field experience, or other activities which may take place during class sessions. If these areas for evaluation make class attendance essential, the student may be penalized for failure to perform satisfactorily in the required activities. Students who must miss classes due to participation in a field trip, athletic event, or other official college function should arrange with their instructors for such class absences well in advance. The Office of Academic Affairs will verify, upon request, the dates of and participation in such college functions. In every instance, however, the student has the responsibility to initiate arrangements for make-up work. 
Students are expected to attend class and complete assignments as scheduled, to avoid outside conflicts (if possible), and to enroll only in those classes that they can expect to attend on a regular basis. Absences from class are handled between students and instructors. The instructor may require documentation to substantiate the reason for the absence. The instructor should provide make-up opportunities for student absences caused by illness, injury, death in the family, observance of religious holidays, and similarly compelling personal reasons including physical disabilities. For lengthy absences, make-up opportunities might not be feasible and are at the discretion of the instructor. The Office of Academic Affairs will notify the faculty of the dates of religious holidays on which large numbers of students are likely to be absent and are, therefore, unsuitable for the scheduling of examinations. Students have the responsibility of notifying the instructors in advance of expected absences. In cases of absence for a week or more, students are to notify their instructors immediately. If they are unable to do so they may contact the Office of Records and Registration. The Office of Records and Registration will notify the instructor of the student’s absence. The notification is not an excuse but simply a service provided by the Office of Records and Registration. Notifications cannot be acted upon if received after an absence. In every instance the student has the responsibility to initiate arrangements for make-up work.
TCNJ’s attendance policy is available on the web: http://www.tcnj.edu/~recreg/policies/attendance.html

Academic Integrity Policy
Academic dishonesty is any attempt by the student to gain academic advantage through dishonest means, to submit, as his or her own, work which has not been done by him/her or to give improper aid to another student in the completion of an assignment. Such dishonesty would include, but is not limited to: submitting as his/her own a project, paper, report, test, or speech copied from, partially copied, or paraphrased from the work of another (whether the source is printed, under copyright, or in manuscript form). Credit must be given for words quoted or paraphrased. The rules apply to any academic dishonesty, whether the work is graded or ungraded, group or individual, written or oral.
TCNJ’s academic integrity policy is available on the web: http://www.tcnj.edu/~academic/policy/integrity.html. 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy
Any student who has a documented disability and is in need of academic accommodations should notify the professor of this course and contact the Office of Differing Abilities Services (609-771-2571). Accommodations are individualized and in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1992.
TCNJ’s Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) policy is available on the web: http://policies.tcnj.edu/policies/viewPolicy.php?docId=8082 
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