Course Syllabus
COURSE SCHEDULE: The schedule of readings and assignments (provided below) may change to accommodate class needs or the weather. I will try to give advanced notice in class or through e-mail in the event of any needed changes, and I will revise the syllabus as soon as possible.
-------------------------------------------
LIT 202_01 & 02, Cultures and Canons
MR 10:00 AM - 11:20 AM in SOCI 325
MR 12:30 PM - 01:50 PM in BLIS 234
Professor: Juda Charles Bennett
Office Address: Bliss 239
Office Number: 609-771-2380
Email Address: bennett@tcnj.edu
Office Hours: Monday and Thursday 11:20-12:20; Wednesday 2:00-3:00
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course, which was entitled “Multicultural Literature” last year, introduces students to some of the key issues, concepts, and debates associated with the politics and aesthetics of literary study. The term “multicultural” will be examined at the beginning of the semester in order to connect our readings to current discourse and debates about the field of literary studies, but “Cultures and Canons” works toward building critical thinking skills rather than providing a fixed field of study. Students will be discouraged from thinking of the readings as providing an instant entrance into a reified culture but instead as an opportunity to explore such issues as intelligibility, cultural difference, social identities, and, of course, canonicity. 
Course Purpose and Learning Goals
· Analyze and interpret literature in its diverse historical, aesthetic, cultural, and theoretical contexts
· Understand dynamics of power in specific cultures and populations
· Develop proficiency in the theory
· Understand the social construction of race and ethnicity
· Acquire a broader sense of literary forms and traditions
· Think critically about canon formation and literary production and consumption
· Understand how identities are formed within a matrix of cultures, languages, nations, histories, cultural traditions, and signifying practices
REQUIRED TEXTS 
Alexie, Sherman. The Toughest Indian in the World
Erdrich, Louise. The Round House
Larsen, Nella. Passing (Norton Critical Edition)--Essential to get the Norton Critical Edition
Morrison, Toni. Home
Roth, Philip. Zuckerman Unbound
Satrapi, Marjane. Persepolis (Volume One)
Valdez, Luis.. The Zoot Suit and Other Plays
Young, Kevin. To Repel Ghosts: The Remix
Thursday, August 29, 2013, First Class
Tuesday as if Monday, September 3, 2013, Kaplan, “Identity” and Alexie, “Assimilation” and “Dear John Wayne”
Thursday, September 5, 2013, Alexie “The Toughest Indian in the World” and “Class”; and Ammons, “The Multicultural Imperative”
Monday, September 9, 2013, Dasenbrook, “Intelligibility” and Alexie, “South by Southwest” and Intro to Zoot Suit
Thursday, September 12, 2013, Zoot Suit (Act One, pp 21-64)
Monday, September 16, 2013, Zoot Suit (Act Two, 65-94)
Thursday, September 19, 2013, ***Essay #1***
Monday, September 23, 2013, Zuckerman Unbound
Thursday, September 26, 2013, Zuckerman Unbound
Monday, September 30, 2013, Zuckerman Unbound
Thursday, October 3, 2013, TBA
Monday, October 7, 2013, To Repel Ghosts
Thursday, October 10, 2013, To Repel Ghosts
Monday, October 14, 2013, Essay #2
Thursday, October 17, 2013, The Round House (1-127)
Monday, October 21, 2013, The Round House (129-240)
Thursday, October 24, 2013, The Round House (241-321)
Monday, October 28, 2013, Mid-Semester Break
Thursday, October 31, 2013, Persepolis
Monday, November 4, 2013, Persepolis
Thursday, November 7, 2013, *** Essay #3 ***
Monday, November 11, 2013, Norton Critical Edition of Passing (Introduction and Essay TBA)
Thursday, November 14, 2013, Passing and Essay from NCE TBA
Monday, November 18, 2013, Passing and Essay from NCE TBA g
Thursday, November 21, 2013, TBA
Monday, November 25, 2013, *** Essay #4 ***
Thursday, November 28, 2013, Thanksgiving Break
Monday, December 2, 2013, Home (Complete Novel)
Thursday, December 5, 2013 Last Class
Assignments:
ESSAY #1: What does it mean to read Zoot Suit from a certain cultural and personal position? Write an essay that considers what it means to analyze this play from a specific historical and cultural position. (1500-2000 words long)—20% of final grade
ESSAY #2: Write an analysis of a single poem in To Repel Ghosts, making sure to consider the poem in relationship to the book. (1500-2000 words long)—20% of final grade
ESSAY #3: Write an analysis of how The Round House either does or does not work to initiate the uninformed reader, the outsider, the culturally distant reader. The successful essay will focus upon a specific passage (or a few passages) in order to support its argument. (1500-2000 words long)—20% of final grade
ESSAY #4: Prompt TBA (1500-2000 words long)—20% of final grade
POP QUIZZES: These short quizzes, which will often be one or two questions, serve to reward you for completing the reading. Sometimes they will be brief “closed questions” and sometimes they will be “open questions.” You will receive 2-0 points for each quiz. If you miss more than three pop quizzes, this is grounds for receiving 0 points for the semester. Please document legitimate reasons for missing class and do not rely on me to ask for such documentation. 5% of final grade
FINAL EXAM: This final will consist of one or two essay questions. 15% of final grade
IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT SUBMITTING AN ESSAY:
I will return all papers ungraded if any one of the following serious errors occur:
1) Every paper must have a title.
2) Every paper must be double spaced.
3) Every paper must provide the following information in the upper-left corner:
Juda Bennett, Course Title and Number, Your Name, Date, Word Count. 
4) Every paper must spell the text and author name correctly, and the text should either be in quotation marks (if it is a short work, like a short story) or in italics (if it is a long work, like a novel). Consult MLA guidelines for other examples, such as for plays, movies, and other texts.
5) Every paper must quote texts according to the MLA guidelines. I will accept occasional errors in the first essay, but will return papers that continue to show a disregard for form.
6) I must be able to open your SOCS posted document in Word. If you are unsure about this, you may submit a paper copy as back up.
If I return your paper ungraded because of one of the above errors, I will accept a revision within 48 hours but it will receive a five point reduction on the grade.
PLAGIARISM: 
I expect you to be familiar with TCNJ’s policy on plagiarism and to abide by its standards. TCNJ’s Academic Integrity Policy
LATE PAPERS: 
Do I accept them? Not without giving them a penalty. The other students have struggled to meet the due date, and they might have written better papers if they were given more time. 5 point reduction for the first 48 hours. Please speak with me if you hope to submit the paper after a longer delay.
Number Grades with Letter Grade Equivalent
93, 94, 95, 96= A
90, 91, 92= A-
87, 88, 89= B+
83, 84, 85, 86= B
80, 81, 82= B-
77, 78, 79= C+
73, 74, 75, 76= C
70, 71, 72= C-
TCNJ Policies
Attendance
Every student is expected to participate in each of his/her courses through regular attendance at lecture and laboratory sessions. It is further expected that every student will be present, on time, and prepared to participate when scheduled class sessions begin. At the first class meeting of a semester, instructors are expected to distribute in writing the attendance policies which apply to their courses. While attendance itself is not used as a criterion for academic evaluations, grading is frequently based on participation in class discussion, laboratory work, performance, studio practice, field experience, or other activities which may take place during class sessions. If these areas for evaluation make class attendance essential, the student may be penalized for failure to perform satisfactorily in the required activities. Students who must miss classes due to participation in a field trip, athletic event, or other official college function should arrange with their instructors for such class absences well in advance. The Office of Academic Affairs will verify, upon request, the dates of and participation in such college functions. In every instance, however, the student has the responsibility to initiate arrangements for make-up work.
Students are expected to attend class and complete assignments as scheduled, to avoid outside conflicts (if possible), and to enroll only in those classes that they can expect to attend on a regular basis. Absences from class are handled between students and instructors. The instructor may require documentation to substantiate the reason for the absence. The instructor should provide make-up opportunities for student absences caused by illness, injury, death in the family, observance of religious holidays, and similarly compelling personal reasons including physical disabilities. For lengthy absences, make-up opportunities might not be feasible and are at the discretion of the instructor. The Office of Academic Affairs will notify the faculty of the dates of religious holidays on which large numbers of students are likely to be absent and are, therefore, unsuitable for the scheduling of examinations. Students have the responsibility of notifying the instructors in advance of expected absences. In cases of absence for a week or more, students are to notify their instructors immediately. If they are unable to do so they may contact the Office of Records and Registration. The Office of Records and Registration will notify the instructor of the student’s absence. The notification is not an excuse but simply a service provided by the Office of Records and Registration. Notifications cannot be acted upon if received after an absence. In every instance the student has the responsibility to initiate arrangements for make-up work.
TCNJ Attendance Policy: http://policies.tcnj.edu/policies/digest.php?docId=8162
Academic Integrity Policy
Academic dishonesty is any attempt by the student to gain academic advantage through dishonest means, to submit, as his or her own, work which has not been done by him/her or to give improper aid to another student in the completion of an assignment. Such dishonesty would include, but is not limited to: submitting as his/her own a project, paper, report, test, or speech copied from, partially copied, or paraphrased from the work of another (whether the source is printed, under copyright, or in manuscript form). Credit must be given for words quoted or paraphrased. The rules apply to any academic dishonesty, whether the work is graded or ungraded, group or individual, written or oral.
TCNJ’s academic integrity policy:
http://policies.tcnj.edu/policies/digest.php?docId=7642

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy
Any student who has a documented disability and is in need of academic accommodations should notify the professor of this course and contact the Office of Differing Abilities Services (609-771-2571). Accommodations are individualized and in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1992.
TCNJ’s Americans with Disabilities Act policy: http://affirm.pages.tcnj.edu/key-documents/
Final Exam Policy http://recreg.pages.tcnj.edu/269-2/
Tutoring Center: http://tutoringcenter.pages.tcnj.edu
Library: http://library.pages.tcnj.edu
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