LIT 201:  APPROACHES TO LITERATURE

CLASS in Bliss 228			

PROFESSOR: JUDA CHARLES BENNETT
OFFICE ADDRESS:  BLISS 239
OFFICE NUMBER: 609-771-2380
EMAIL ADDRESS: BENNETT@TCNJ.EDU
FACE-TO-FACE OFFICE HOURS: 8:45 -9:00 AND 12-12:45 ON WEDNESDAY
VIRTUAL OFFICE HOURS BY PHONE: 11-12 ON TUESDAYS

COURSE DESCRIPTION


REQUIRED TEXTS
Hejinian, Lyn.  Happily.
Klages, Mary.  Literary Theory: A Guide for the Perplexed.  Continuum.  New York, 2006.
Larsen, Nella.  Passing
Morrison, Toni.  Home
Peters, Julie Anne.  Luna

COURSE SCHEDULE
AUG 30, INTRODUCTION
SEP 3, NO CLASS FOR LABOR DAY
SEP 4, TUES MAKE-UP CLASS FOR LABOR DAY, “WHAT IS LITERARY THEORY” KLAGES (1-9); MORRISON ()
SEP 6, “HUMANISM” KLAGES (10-30); MORRISON ()
SEP 10,”STRUCTURALISM” KLAGES (31-52)
SEP 13, MORRISON ()
SEP 17, “DECONSTRUCTION” KLAGES (53-62)
SEP 20, PAPER #1 DUE, IN-CLASS WORKSHOP
SEP 24, “PSYCHOANALYSIS” KLAGES (63-90)
SEP 27, PAPER #1 REVISED AND DUE
OCT 1, “FEMINISM” KLAGES (91-110)
OCT 4,  MY LIFE IN PINK
OCT 8, “QUEER THEORY” KLAGES (111-120)
OCT 11, PAPER #2 DUE
OCT 15, KLAGES (121-125); PETERS
OCT 18, PETERS
OCT 22, PETERS
OCT 25, MID-TERM
OCT 29, FALL BREAK
NOV 1, “IDEOLOGY AND DISCOURSE” KLAGES (126-145)
NOV 5, LARSEN	
NOV 8, LARSEN
NOV 12, “RACE AND POSTCOLONIALISM” KLAGES (147-163)
NOV 15, TWO ESSAYS ON SOCS UNDER PASSING
NOV 19, “POSTMODERNISM” KLAGES (164-179)
NOV 22, THANKSGIVING
NOV 26, HEJINIAN (ALL) 
NOV 29, PAPER #4 DUE
[bookmark: _GoBack]DEC 3, TBA
DEC 6, LAST CLASS
DEC 8-11, READING DAYS
FINAL EXAM, 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS & COURSE GRADING

· Participation and Quizzes, 10% of Final Grade 
· Essays 1-3—Essay #1 is 10% of final grade; Essay #2 is 20% of final grade; Essay #3  is 20% of final grade
Each essay should provide original analysis of the text, making use of class readings, lecture, and discussion to build that analysis.  These essays must follow MLA format, and they must present an original argument in a professional, academic form (see grading rubric below).  Essays must be between 1,000 – 2,000 words long.
· Midterm: 20% of Final Grade 
· Final Exam: 20% of Final Grade
The final exam will consist of a twenty short questions (2 points each) and one essay (60 points)
LATE PAPERS:  
Do I accept them?  Not without giving them a penalty.  The other students have struggled to meet the due date, and they might have written better papers if they were given more time.  5 point reduction for the first 48 hours.  Please speak with me if you hope to submit the paper after a longer delay.
Number Grades with Letter Grade Equivalent
93, 94, 95, 96= A
90, 91, 92= A-
87, 88, 89= B+
83, 84, 85, 86= B
80, 81, 82= B-
77, 78, 79= C+
73, 74, 75, 76= C
70, 71, 72= C-


COURSE PURPOSE & LEARNING GOALS



INSTRUCTOR AVAILABILITY

 TCNJ SERVICES
Online Writing Lab: an online writing help system provided by Humanities & Social Sciences Tutoring Services. You can ask questions and have them answered by a certified writing tutor and gain access to some of the best writing resources available on the web. For more information, visit: http://www.tcnj.edu/~tutoring/humanities/owl.html
TCNJ Library: hours are posted shortly before summer term begins and so please consult the library website at:  http://www.tcnj.edu/~library/info/hours.html or http://www.tcnj.edu/~library/
Instructional Technology Services: a multi-purpose facility designed to assist students and faculty in developing instructional media and other course-related presentational materials. ITS is located in the lower level of the library. Summer hours: Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 5:00pm.

SELECTED TCNJ POLICIES 
TCNJ’s final examination policy is available on the web: http://www.tcnj.edu/~academic/policy/finalevaluations.htm
Attendance
Every student is expected to participate in each of his/her courses through regular attendance at lecture and laboratory sessions. It is further expected that every student will be present, on time, and prepared to participate when scheduled class sessions begin. At the first class meeting of a semester, instructors are expected to distribute in writing the attendance policies which apply to their courses. While attendance itself is not used as a criterion for academic evaluations, grading is frequently based on participation in class discussion, laboratory work, performance, studio practice, field experience, or other activities which may take place during class sessions. If these areas for evaluation make class attendance essential, the student may be penalized for failure to perform satisfactorily in the required activities. Students who must miss classes due to participation in a field trip, athletic event, or other official college function should arrange with their instructors for such class absences well in advance. The Office of Academic Affairs will verify, upon request, the dates of and participation in such college functions. In every instance, however, the student has the responsibility to initiate arrangements for make-up work. 
Students are expected to attend class and complete assignments as scheduled, to avoid outside conflicts (if possible), and to enroll only in those classes that they can expect to attend on a regular basis. Absences from class are handled between students and instructors. The instructor may require documentation to substantiate the reason for the absence. The instructor should provide make-up opportunities for student absences caused by illness, injury, death in the family, observance of religious holidays, and similarly compelling personal reasons including physical disabilities. For lengthy absences, make-up opportunities might not be feasible and are at the discretion of the instructor. The Office of Academic Affairs will notify the faculty of the dates of religious holidays on which large numbers of students are likely to be absent and are, therefore, unsuitable for the scheduling of examinations. Students have the responsibility of notifying the instructors in advance of expected absences. In cases of absence for a week or more, students are to notify their instructors immediately. If they are unable to do so they may contact the Office of Records and Registration. The Office of Records and Registration will notify the instructor of the student’s absence. The notification is not an excuse but simply a service provided by the Office of Records and Registration. Notifications cannot be acted upon if received after an absence. In every instance the student has the responsibility to initiate arrangements for make-up work.
TCNJ’s attendance policy is available on the web: http://www.tcnj.edu/~recreg/policies/attendance.html

Academic Integrity Policy
Academic dishonesty is any attempt by the student to gain academic advantage through dishonest means, to submit, as his or her own, work which has not been done by him/her or to give improper aid to another student in the completion of an assignment. Such dishonesty would include, but is not limited to: submitting as his/her own a project, paper, report, test, or speech copied from, partially copied, or paraphrased from the work of another (whether the source is printed, under copyright, or in manuscript form). Credit must be given for words quoted or paraphrased. The rules apply to any academic dishonesty, whether the work is graded or ungraded, group or individual, written or oral.
TCNJ’s academic integrity policy is available on the web: http://www.tcnj.edu/~academic/policy/integrity.html. 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy
Any student who has a documented disability and is in need of academic accommodations should notify the professor of this course and contact the Office of Differing Abilities Services (609-771-2571). Accommodations are individualized and in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1992.
TCNJ’s Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) policy is available on the web: http://policies.tcnj.edu/policies/viewPolicy.php?docId=8082 


image1.png




