COURSE SCHEDULE:  The schedule of readings and assignments (provided below) may change to accommodate class needs or the weather.  I will try to give advanced notice in class or through e-mail in the event of any needed changes, and I will revise the syllabus as soon as possible.

Fall 2006

Juda Bennett

Office Hours: M & R, 1:00-2:00 & 3:30-4:00 & By Appointment

Office: Bliss 239

Extension: 2380

First Year Seminar, FSP-103-03, Inside Out

Class Times M & Th, 2:00-3:20
in Social Science Building 324 
Required Readings:

Baldwin, James.  Giovanni’s Room 

Bagemihl, Bruce.  Biological Exuberance (selections)

Dewesar, Abha.  Babyji
Schutze, Jim. Bully: A True Story of High School Revenge
Turner, William B. A Genealogy of Queer Theory
Movies:

Celluloid Closet (Columbia Pictures, 1995)

The Laramie Project (HBO Picures, 2002)

It’s Elementary (Debra Chasnoff, 1996)

You Don’t Know Dick: Courageous Hearts of Transsexual Men (University of California, 


Berkley, Media Center, 1997)
Class Schedule:

Th/Aug 31  Introduction and viewing of You Don’t Know Dick; Class on writing the college essay.  Assignment: Go to the reserve desk at the Library and examine Biological Exuberance.  Choose one species (and a backup) and either copy the short section (most are a couple of pages long) or take notes.   On Tu (Sep 5), I will circulate a sign-up sheet and students will choose a date and a species to present.  We will have one short presentation at the beginning of each class period.  
Tu/Sep 5,  (Alternate Schedule) Bully (1-118)
Th/Sep 7, A Genealogy of Queer Theory (Introduction)
Mn/Sep 11,  Bully (119-217)
Th/Sep 14, Bully (218-304)
Mn/Sep 18,  Writing the College Essay
Th/Sep 21,  Essay #1  
Mn/Sep 25,  When the Drama Club Is Not Enough: Lessons From Safe Schools (SOCS); Must Have Viewed It’s Elementary before class session
Th/Sep 28,  A Genealogy of Queer Theories (Chapter One)  
Mn/Oct 2,  “Two Hundred Years of Looking at Homosexual Wildlife” in Biological Exuberance (SOCS)
Th/Oct 5,  A Genealogy of Queer Theories (Chapter Two)  
Mn/Oct 9, Giovanni’s Room
Th/Oct 12,  Giovanni’s Room
Mn/Oct 16,  Essay #2, Make a proposal for an educational project that helps students of any age understand how sexuality is a social construct.  You must use “Two Hundred Years of Looking at Homosexual Wildlife,” but you are free to incorporate any of our other readings.  
Th/Oct 20,  First Exam
Mn/Tu, Oct 23-24, Mid Semester Break  
Th/Oct 26,  Babyji (1-118)
Mn/Oct 30,  Babyji (119-219)

Th/Nov 2,  Babyji (220-354)
Mn/Nov 6,  Library Class
Th/Nov 9,  Annotated Bibliography Due
Mn/Nov 13,  Essay #3, Babji essay must have a bibliography that includes at least three secondary sources of criticism, theory, history, or other contextualizing information.
Th/Nov 16,   TBA
Mn/Nov 20, Essay on Making Arguments (SOCS); Second Exam
Th/Nov 23,  Thanksgiving Break

Mn/Nov 27,  Class Presentations; These 10-15 minute presentations should address and even debate relevant and contemporary LGBT issues.
Th/Nov 30, Class Presentations
Mn/Dec 4,  Class Presentations
Th/Dec 7,  Last Class; Optional Fourth Essay
REQUIREMENTS: 

a) Three formal essays (3-6 pages).  These essays will be written in response to the guidelines for a formal essay (see below, “Essay Format”) and the requirements for content (to be given at a later date).  (20 % for each essay)

b) You are expected to participate in class discussion.  If you miss more than three classes, that is grounds for receiving zero points for class participation.  You are also expected to present various materials during class.  Throughout the semester students will give an informative presentation on one of the species describe in Biological Exuberance (4-8 minutes), and late in the semester students will present an argument, implicit or explicit, related to LGBT issues (10-15 minutes). (20%)

c) Exams (10% each)
d) Optional Fourth Essay (20 %)
ESSAY FORMAT:

Be professional! In the past, this meant using dark ink printed on standard-sized white paper (8.5”x11”).  Now, you will submit a word document to SOCS, being careful not to play with margins, colored fonts, or other distracting features.  There should be 1” margins all around and the text should be justified to the left and unjustified to the right.  You should use a font that results in approximately 300 words per page. (Times New Roman 12 pt. yields about 300 words per page while Courier 12 pt. yields approximately 200 words per page).  

You may use a cover page.  If you do not, you should place the following information in the upper, left side of the first page:  Juda Bennett, Course Title and Number, Your Name, Date, Word Count.  If you choose to use a cover page, you should place this same information somewhere on that page.  

Every essay must have a title.  Do not very the font, color, or pitch of the text or title.  Keep copies of your work! Failure to do any of the above may result in a lower grade.

ESSAY GRADE:

Papers will receive the following points for:

a) Technical Form (10 points):  Students should follow the guidelines for “Essay Format” as stated above.  They should also attend to proper form when quoting or providing citations.   

(b) Writing Style (15 points): The successful paper will use proper grammar and spelling, but will also engage the reader by varying sentence length and structure, attending to diction and word choice, and employing active verbs and rich language.  Redundancies and undeveloped passages are both problems of organization and writing style.

(c) Organization (15 points): Essays must feel cohesive and planned, or the reader will distrust the work and thought that went into the paper.  Develop your ideas, and provide guide-posts to that development.  Organization is not simply a question of transitions.  Consider writing an outline.  Consider writing the introduction after you have written the rest of the paper. 

(d) Content (60 points): If there are significant problems with the form, style, or organization of the paper, it may be difficult to fully appreciate the content of the argument.  It is your responsibility to successfully convey your best ideas with clarity.  You may, however, receive all 50 points if your ideas are strong and there is enough clarity to convey those ideas.  It is, however, difficult to receive even a passing grade if you do not have original ideas to convey.   

 A Word of Caution: You may receive zero points in any of the above categories of evaluation if your work does not demonstrate basic care or ability.  You may, for example, write an essay that demonstrates technical skill and care on every page except the last page.  This may result in a grade of zero points for the technical aspect of the paper.  The paper, finally, must be graded as a whole.  This means that there are some mistakes that may overshadow a few strengths.  Late papers will receive a grade penalty, depending upon how late they are received.

SPECIAL NEEDS:

If you honor certain religious observances that conflict with the class schedule, please contact me at the beginning of the semester.

If you have extracurricular activities (e.g., sports or theater) that conflict with the class schedule, please contact me at the beginning of the semester.

If you have diagnosed learning-needs that I should know about, please contact me at the beginning of the semester.

If medical problems effect your performance, please contact me as soon as possible.  An excused absence will be give for legitimate situations and if you provide documentation of the problem.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Each student is expected to submit original work that has been produced by the submitting student for this and no other class.  If students wish to collaborate, rework a previous project, or combine projects for this class with another class, students are required to receive permission from me.

COURSE SCHEDULE:

The above schedule of readings and assignments may change to accommodate the class, the college, or the weather.  I will try to give advanced notice in class, through e-mail, and/or on this website in the event of any needed changes.

