COURSE SCHEDULE:  The schedule of readings and assignments (provided below) may change to accommodate class needs or the weather.  I will try to give advanced notice in class or through e-mail in the event of any needed changes, and I will revise the syllabus as soon as possible.

Fall 2006

Juda Bennett

Office Hours: M & R, 1:00-2:00 & 3:30-4:00 & By Appointment

Office: Bliss 239

Extension: 2380

LIT 499, Toni Morrison in Bliss 113
MR 10:00 AM - 11:20 AM
Required Texts:

The Bluest Eye (1970)

Song of Solomon (1977)

Beloved (1987)

Paradise (1997)

Love (2003)

Toni Morrison’s Beloved: A Casebook (TMB), Edited by William Andrews and Nellie McKay

Class Schedule:
Th/Aug 31, Toni Morrison’s “Recitatif” and Juda Bennett’s “Toni Morrison and the Burden of the Passing Narrative” (SOCS)
Alternate Class on Tu and not Mn/Sep 5, Toni Morrison’s Beloved (referred to as TMB in the rest of the syllabus) (3-66) and Beloved (Part One)
Th/Sep 7, Beloved (Part One); Rushdy’s essay in TMB
Mn/Sep 11, Holloway and Henderson in TMB; Beloved (Part Two)
Th/Sep 14, Beloved (Part Three); Krumholz, Harris, Askelund in TMB
Mn/Sep 18, Perez-Torres in TMB; “Unspeakable Things Unspoken” and “Excerpt from Playing in the Dark” and Nobel Prize Speech (SOCS)
Th/Sep 21, Library Class; “How to Critique an Essay” (SOCS)
Mn/Sep 25, * * Paper #1 (Critique of Essay) * *
Th/Sep 28, Song of Solomon (chapters 1-4)
Mn/Oct 2, “From Orality to Literacy: Oral Memory in Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon” Joyce Irene Middleton and “Call and Response: Voice, Community, and Dialogic Structures in Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon” Marilyn Sanders Mobley (SOCS)
Th/Oct 5, Song of Solomon (chapters 5-9)
Mn/Oct 9, “Knowing Their Names: Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon Marianne Hirsch” and THEORETICAL TEXT TBA 
Th/Oct 12, Song of Solomon (chapters 10-15)
Mn/Oct 16, The Bluest Eye
Th/Oct 19, * * Mid-Term Exam * *
Mn/Tu/ Oct 23-24, Mid Semester Break

Th/Oct 26, Second Library Class; THEORETICAL TEXT TBA
Mn/Oct 30, * * Essay #2 * * Thematic analysis that pairs at least two texts
Tu/Oct 31, LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW WITH A WD

Th/Nov 2, Paradise (Ruby and Mavis)
Mn/Nov 6, Paradise (Grace and Seneca)
Th/Nov 9, Paradise (Divine and Patricia)

Mn/Nov 13, Paradise (Consolata and Lone)
Th/Nov 16, Paradise (Save-Marie)
Mn/Nov 20, * * Annotated Bibliography Due * * 
Th/Nov 23, Thanksgiving Break

Mn/Nov 27, Love (chapters 1-4); Presentation
Th/Nov 30, Love (chapters 5-9); Presentation
Mn/Dec 4, TBA
Th/Dec 7, Last Day

Class Grades:

Short Papers: 15% each; 2X15%=30% of final grade

Midterm Exam: 20% of final grade

Final Essay: 30% of final grade

Class Work: 20% of final grade
G R A D E S-------------------

Class Work (20% of final grade): This grade will be determined based on your class participation, class presentation, annotated bibliography, and all signs of engagement with the class.  
a) Participation:  In missing three or more classes, you are in danger of receiving ZERO POINTS for this portion of the grade.  (If you are not present, how can you participate?)  Conversely, you should not assume that a flawless attendance or even an eagerness to contribute will earn you a high grade.  (If you are present and participating, what is the quality of that participation?)  In a seminar class, there are ample opportunities to judge the quality and not just the quantity of offerings and engagement.

b) Presentation: Each student will sign-up to make a presentation.  This presentation on a critical, theoretical, or contextualizing work should last between 5-15 minutes.  Students may provide handouts, show video, and/or send a short-short reading (no more than two pages) on the SOCS e-mail.  This presentation will be judged on the clarity and sophistication of the presentation, and its ability to connect with students and the readings.  To help you plan the presentation, please feel free to meet with me.  

c) The annotated bibliography should include at least five items that cannot be found on the syllabus or from class presentations.  At least two of those essays must have nothing at all to do with Toni Morrison.  The annotation should explain how the essay will be useful to your project.

Please make an appointment if you wish to talk about any of your contributions to this portion of the grade, which I am calling “Class Work,” though it is an extension of the more traditionally labeled “Class Participation.”  
Final Essay (30% of final grade): This 15 to 25-page paper must be theoretically informed and original in its thesis and execution.  Ignorance of pre-existing scholarship on the topic is an indication of a serious failure in research and conception.  Every final essay must make use of at least three works by Toni Morrison and two of those works must be Paradise and Love.  The entire semester is centered on this project, and I encourage you to meet with me at every stage of the development. 
Midterm Exam (20%): This in-class exam will evaluate your reading comprehension, analytical skills, and knowledge of theory and criticism.

Short Papers (2x15%=30% of final grade): The prompts for these papers are described above (see due dates) and the format and grading standards for these papers are described below.   

Five Basic Failures That Result in Three Point Reductions on short and long essays:  Please examine the guidelines for this on my website.

ESSAY FORMAT:

Be professional!  Paper submissions (versus SOCS drop-box submissions) must use dark ink printed on standard-sized white paper (8.5”x11”).  Do not play with margins, colored fonts, or other distracting features.  There should be 1” margins all around and the text should be justified to the left and unjustified to the right.  You should use a font that results in approximately 300 words per page. (Times New Roman 12 pt. yields about 300 words per page while Courier 12 pt. yields approximately 200 words per page).  

 

You may use a cover page.  If you do not, you should place the following information in the upper, left side of the first page:  Juda Bennett, Course Title and Number, Your Name, Date, Word Count.  If you choose to use a cover page, you should place this same information somewhere on that page and not to be duplicated on the first page of the essay.  

 

Every essay must have a title.  Do not vary the font, color, or pitch of the text or title.  Keep copies of your work! Failure to do any of the above may result in a lower grade.

 

ESSAY GRADE:

Papers will receive the following points for:

 

a) Technical Form (10 points):  Students should follow the guidelines for “Essay Format” as stated above.  They should also attend to proper form when quoting or providing citations.   

 

(b) Writing Style (15 points): The successful paper will use proper grammar and spelling, but will also engage the reader by varying sentence length and structure, attending to diction and word choice, and employing active verbs and rich language.  Redundancies and undeveloped passages are both problems of organization and writing style.

 

(c) Organization (15 points): Essays must feel cohesive and planned, or the reader will distrust the work and thought that went into the paper.  Develop your ideas, and provide guide-posts to that development.  Organization is not simply a question of transitions.  Consider writing an outline.  Consider writing the introduction after you have written the rest of the paper. 

 

(d) Content (60 points): If there are significant problems with the form, style, or organization of the paper, it may be difficult to fully appreciate the content of the argument.  It is your responsibility to successfully convey your best ideas with clarity.  You may, however, receive all 50 points if your ideas are strong and there is enough clarity to convey those ideas.  It is, however, difficult to receive even a passing grade if you do not have original ideas to convey.   

 

 A Word of Caution: You may receive zero points in any of the above categories of evaluation if your work does not demonstrate basic care or ability.  You may, for example, write an essay that demonstrates technical skill and care on every page except the last page.  This may result in a grade of zero points for the technical aspect of the paper.  The paper, finally, must be graded as a whole.  This means that there are some mistakes that may overshadow a few strengths.  Late papers will receive a grade penalty, depending upon how late they are received.

SPECIAL NEEDS AND EXCUSED ABSENCES:

If you honor certain religious observances that conflict with the class schedule, please contact me at the beginning of the semester.

If you have extracurricular activities (e.g., sports or theater) that conflict with the class schedule, please contact me at the beginning of the semester.

If you have diagnosed learning-needs that I should know about, please contact me at the beginning of the semester.

If medical problems affect your performance, please contact me as soon as possible.  An excused absence will be given for legitimate situations and if you provide documentation of the problem.

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Each student is expected to submit original work that has been produced by the submitting student for this and no other class.  If students wish to collaborate, rework a previous project, or combine projects for this class with another class, students are required to receive permission from me.
